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Drawing on research on Germany and Japan, this talk examines why firms 

adopt robots and how their workforces change. It looks at the role of labor 

shortages and costs, and how employment effects differ by occupation and age.

Deng Liuchun is Associate Professor of Economics at Duke Kunshan University 

(DKU) and a Research Affiliate at Halle Institute for Economic Research 

(IWH). His research covers technological change, international trade and 

political economy, including why firms adopt robots and how automation 

affects workers. He holds a PhD in economics from Johns Hopkins University.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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