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Europe is facing a perfect storm of its own making. A crisis of political 
leadership, the economic and strategic costs of sanctions, weakening 
competitiveness and an increasingly visible lack of unity among 
European countries are converging at precisely the wrong moment. 
Meanwhile, the EU spends too much political capital on internal 
debates while its relations deteriorate with virtually every major centre 
of global power—from Russia and China to the Middle East and, 
increasingly, even the United States. Drawing on his direct engagement 
with senior policymakers across several EU member states, as well as 
two months of recent travel across Russia and the wider Eurasian 
continent, Professor Geraci will combine political and economic 
analysis with first-hand observations from the ground to assess 
whether Europe can reverse this trajectory and remain a relevant global 
actor, or whether it will continue its decline on the global stage.

Michele Geraci is an Italian politician and economist who focuses on 
policy-oriented research on International Trade, US-EU-China 
Relations, BRI, AI and Universal Basic Income and other current 
affairs. He served as the Undersecretary of State at the Italian 
Ministry of Economic Development, responsible for International 
Trade and Investment, and was the architect of Italy's participation 
in the BRI, and was a nominee for the role of Prime Minister of Italy. 
He is actively involved in Italian politics, advising senior political 
figures on foreign affairs, international trade and economic with 
focus on Italy’s role in a rapidly evolving multipolar world. Italy will 
soon hold general elections where he is expected to play an 
increasingly active role. He is currently Adjunct Professor of Finance 
and Economics at NYU Shanghai and Honorary Professor at Peking 
University. Prior to his current roles, he worked for two decades as 
an Investment Banker (Merryll Lynch, Bank of America, DLJ, Schroders 
Asset Management) and Engineer (British Telecom) in London. He 
has been Knighted by the President of Italy, Mattarella, and the 
President of Georgia, Margvelashvili. He holds an MBA from MIT, 
speaks five languages, and is a frequent guest on global media.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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