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This talk will examine the evolution of China’s approach to the Middle East, 

highlighting both enduring patterns and emerging shifts in its policy. While the 

region remains central to the foreign policy of Western countries, for China it 

broadly continues to be “the most important among the least important regions.”

Andrea Ghiselli is a Lecturer in International Politics at the University of Exeter and 

Head of Research for the TOChina Hub’s ChinaMed Project. His work focuses on 

Chinese foreign policy, with particular attention to China’s engagement with the 

Middle East. He is the author of Protecting China’s Interests Overseas (2021) and co-

author, with Mohamed Alsudairi, of Narratives of Sino-Middle Eastern Futures (2025).

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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