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Over the past two years, China and the United States have shifted from 

an AI arms race in large language models to a new frontier in robotics—

what many call “embodied intelligence.” Drawing on conversations with 

engineers, entrepreneurs, and factory owners across China, this talk 

examines how this pivot will transform homes, retail and factory work 

in the coming years. We'll discuss China and America's relative 

advantages and weaknesses in this new front, as well as the pressures 

it will exert on Chinese domestic policy and US policy toward China.

Chang Che is a non-fiction writer covering Chinese politics, technology, 

and society. He was formerly a China technology correspondent at the 

New York Times. His writings have appeared in The New Yorker, The 

Washington Post, The Atlantic, Foreign Affairs, The LA Review of Books, 

The Point, Nikkei Asia, and others. Born and partly raised in Tokyo, he 

occasionally writes about Japan and is fluent in Mandarin and Japanese.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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