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Chinese tech companies have grown considerable footprints in the 

Global South in recent years. They are both hailed as a panacea to solve 

existing development problems and viewed as a threat due to China’s 

geopolitical motives. Assessing the real impacts, however, requires a 

nuanced analysis of the parallelism of both efefective local agency and 

emerging sinocentric hierarchies within a layered digital world system.

Maximilian Mayer is Assistant Professor of International Relations and 

Global Politics of Technology at University of Bonn. He was previously 

Assistant Professor at the University of Nottingham Ningbo China and 

Research Professor at Tongji University and was Senior Researcher at the 

Munich Center for Technology in Society. Maximilian holds a master 

degree from Ruhr University Bochum and a PhD from Bonn University. 

His research interests include the global politics of science, innovation, 

and technology; China’s foreign and energy policy; global energy and 

climate politics; and theories of international relations. He has authored 

or edited seven books including China’s Energy Thirst: Myth or Reality 

(2007), Changing Orders: Transdisciplinary Analysis of Global and Local 

Realities (2008), The Global Politics of Science and Technology (2014), Art 

and Sovereignty in Global Politics (2016) and Rethinking the Silk-Road: 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Emerging Eurasian Relations (2018). 

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..

https://www.cassis.uni-bonn.de/en/about-us/all-employees/mayer
https://www.cassis.uni-bonn.de/en/about-us/all-employees/mayer
http://www.shanghai-review.org/china-crossroads/
http://www.shanghai-review.org/china-crossroads/
mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org
mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org
mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org
mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org
mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org

	Slide 1
	Slide 2

