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Beneath all the headlines about rare earth exports lie sophisticated 

compliance requirements. What do they mean for your industry? And how 

can you best position your company for success, now and in the future?

Cory Combs is the Head of Critical Mineral and Supply Chain Research and 

Associate Director at Trivium China. He oversees the company’s cross-

cutting climate, energy, and industrial policy research and runs its supply 

chain risk advisory services, supporting government agencies, multinational 

manufacturers, mining companies, and investors on China policy and 

strategy. He is a member of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations 

and a regular speaker at conferences and events in the US, EU, and Asia. He 

is regularly cited in US and international media, contributing analysis to AP, 

Reuters, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, the Financial Times, 

S&P Global, Bloomberg, Politico, and National Geographic, among others. 

Previously, he worked on energy technology commercialization at the U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE), serving on the portfolio management team 

for the DOE Loan Programs Office’s then $20 billion investment portfolio. He 

is a contributing author in the Springer Nature Handbook of Climate Change 

Mitigation and Adaptation and has produced both public policy and peer-

reviewed academic research on Chinese industrial policy, energy system 

reform, and critical minerals investment. He studied Astrophysics and 

Philosophy at Yale University and received his master’s from Johns Hopkins 

SAIS, where he studied Energy Economics and Chinese politics. He was also 

a Yale-China Fellow in Changsha, Hunan province and was twice awarded 

the Starr Excellence in China Studies Fellowship by Johns Hopkins SAIS.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org.. 
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