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Over the last decade environmental concerns have become a key feature of
China’s modernisation encapsulated in the goal of becoming an “Ecological
Civilization.” Domestically, renewable energies are becoming a key driver
for economic growth and massive reforestation projects are giving the
country a greener image. At the same time, the environment is also becoming
an increasingly important topic in Chinese diplomacy where its "Ecological
Civilization” and “Nature-based Solutions" are exposed to more critical debates.

Niklas Weins is Assistant Professor of International Studies at Xi‘an Jiaotong-
Liverpool University (XJTLU). He holds a PhD in Environment and Society from
the Center for Environmental Studies and Research (NEPAM) at the State
University of Campinas in Brazil, where he took a multi-level approach to
Chinas environmental governance. He focused on ecological compensation
mechanisms and the concept of Ecological Civilization, on which _he also
worked while he was a Visiting Researcher at the Environmental Policy Group
at Wageningen University. He is interested in the political economy of
environmental issues (biodiversity, conservation, climate change) and Chinas
relations with the Global South-in bilateral and multilateral institutions.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.orq.
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