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Using a Chinese conceptualization of social capital, informal interviews, 

and two decades of official data, Professor Eisenman explains how and 

why the CCP is building relationships with African political elites. His 

book, China’s Relations with Africa: A New Era of Strategic Engagement 

(2023) with Ambassador David H. Shinn, explains how China builds 

relations with African countries to advance its larger geostrategy.

Joshua Eisenman is Associate Professor of Politics in the Keough School 

of Global Affairs at the University of Notre Dame. He also is a fellow of 

the Keough School’s Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies, Kellogg 

Institute for International Studies, and Pulte Institute for Global 

Development. His research focuses on the political economy of China’s 

development and foreign relations with the United States and the Global 

South —particularly Africa. His latest book, China’s Relations with Africa: 

A New Era of Strategic Engagement (2023) with Ambassador David H. 

Shinn, examines the full scope of political and security relations between 

China and Africa. It explains the tactics and methods that China uses to 

build relations with African countries and contextualizes and interprets 

them within Beijing’s larger geostrategy. The book is a follow-up to China 

and Africa: A Century of Engagement (2012), which was named one of 

the “Best International Relations Books of 2012″ by Foreign Affairs. 

Professor Eisenman holds a PhD in Political science from UCLA, an MA in 

International Relations from Johns Hopkins University’s Paul H. Nitze 

School of Advanced International Studies where he studied at the 

Hopkins-Nanjing Center, and BA in East Asian Studies from the George 

Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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