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The Elite Quality Index (EQx) is a global index of 151 

countries that establishes the proportion of value creation 

and rent-seeking in the political economy in order to 

reveal future economic growth. This novel framework and 

the EQx empirical findings will be used to elucidate the 

long-term development prospects of China, its structural 

reforms and the sustainability of its elite business models.

Tomas Casas i Klett is a Professor at the University of St. 

Gallen (HSG) and Director of its China Competence Center 

(CCC), while also a Visiting Professor at Fudan and Tsinghua 

University. His research focus is sustainable value creation; 

at the macro level with the Elite Quality Index (EQx) and at 

the firm level with the Value Creation Rating (VCr). These 

parallel and highly innovative cross-disciplinary projects 

have received intense attention by policymakers, executives 

and the public in many countries as they provide an original 

approach for human and economic development. The global 

team of academics advancing the EQx is centered at the 

University of St. Gallen and includes partner institutions in 

China, Singapore, Bangladesh, the UK, Portugal, and Norway.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 

policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 

a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 

influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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