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Han Feizi’s key criticism of Confucianism as an ideal theory is precisely
that order has to be established before we can talk about good
governance (or just order that embodies Confucian virtues or liberal
values. To address the miseries in the failed states, then, political
theorists should consider what would make a state a “basic good
state,” which is essential to various forms of ideal state, and should
reflect on how to turn a failed state into an orderly and “basic good
state” rather than an ideal state, be it a liberal democratic or a liberal
meritocratic one. His ideas may be instrumental to these endeavors.

Bai Tongdong is the Dongfang Chair Professor of Philosophy at Fudan
University in China. He has two books published in English: China: The
Political_Philosophy.-of.the Middle Kingdom (2012),-as- well_as Against
Political Equality: The Confucian Case(2019). Professor Bai is currently
working on the philosophy of Han Feizi, a Legalist and harsh critic of
Confucians, as well as a real-life princeling who is often compared with
Machiavelli and Hobbes. He is also the director of an English-based MA
and visiting program in Chinese philosophy at Fudan University that is
intended to promote the studies of Chinese philosophy in the world.

China _Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.orq.



https://ethics.harvard.edu/people/tongdong-bai
https://www.amazon.com/China-Political-Philosophy-Kingdom-Theories-ebook/dp/B09LQ66WP7/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=China%3A+The+Political+Philosophy+of+the+Middle+Kingdom&qid=1693801998&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/China-Political-Philosophy-Kingdom-Theories-ebook/dp/B09LQ66WP7/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=China%3A+The+Political+Philosophy+of+the+Middle+Kingdom&qid=1693801998&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Against-Political-Equality-Confucian-Princeton-China/dp/0691195994/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39D4SV4M7C05W&keywords=Against+Political+Equality%3A+The+Confucian+Case&qid=1693802029&sprefix=against+political+equality+the+confucian+case%2Caps%2C356&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Against-Political-Equality-Confucian-Princeton-China/dp/0691195994/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39D4SV4M7C05W&keywords=Against+Political+Equality%3A+The+Confucian+Case&qid=1693802029&sprefix=against+political+equality+the+confucian+case%2Caps%2C356&sr=8-1
http://www.shanghai-review.org/china-crossroads/
mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org

	Slide 1
	Slide 2

