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At over 20 percent, China’s youth unemployment rate is a source of 

pessimism about China frequently mentioned both in China and 

abroad. Why has youth unemployment stayed so high? What are the 

fundamental drivers? Does it really drag down the economy as much 

as analysts say, or is it more an issue for the youth than for China?

Wang Dan  is  Chief Economist at Hang Seng Bank in China, where 

she is responsible for research on and forecasts of China's 

macroeconomy, regional development, geopolitical risk, and 

financial markets. She was previously China Analyst at the EIU. 

She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Washington 

and has served as a post-doc at the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org.. 
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