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Finland and Denmark are #1 and #2 in happiness rankings and they 

both rank near the top in the UN’s Human Development Index. 

What is it about life in these countries that cause them to rank so 

highly?  Why are they so high in human development, and how 

does this relate to happiness? We will discuss objective facts about 

them and brainstorm ideas that will help answer these questions.

Harri Sallinen is the Deputy Consul General at the Finnish Consulate 

in Shanghai. He has previously served in the Finnish Embassy in 

Beijing, the Finnish Consulate in Los Angeles, and the Finnish 

Consulate in Berlin. His has also previously held positions in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Helsinki, including the Department for 

Africa and the Middle East, the Department for Development 

Policy, the Political Department, and the Department for Press and 

Culture. He holds a PhD in Political History from Helsinki University.

Martin Rune Hoxer is the Executive Director for Innovation Centre 

Denmark (ICDK) in Shanghai. He holds Master’s degrees in Political 

Science from Aarhus University (AU), and Project Management and 

Process Improvement from Roskilde University (RUC). Martin has 

worked with both public and private entities and as a CEO in the 

Danish business promotion system and as Director of International 

Relations at a university of applied science. Prior to these positions, 

Martin also worked with the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

coordinating  the Danish support to diverse development programs. 

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org.. 
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