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The global semiconductor industry is on the cusp of a significant
transformation. New security imperatives are shaping the evolution of
the highly globalized industry. The US, China, and East Asia are the three
major drivers of this transformation. The transformation is taking place
at two levels: the security imperative has normalized state activism in
strategic sectors, while transnational corporations are also adapting to
states’ policy agendas. This talk will examine a series of state activisms
and the adaptions of transnational corporations in these regions.

is Assistant Professor of International Studies at Xi’an Jiaotong-
Liverpool University. Previously, he was an Assistant Research Fellow at
the Institute for International Affairs at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Shenzhen. In addition to his academic work, he also contributes
to public policy analysis and policy discussions. Much ofhis research has
focused on the ‘interactions between economic development and
political transformation in rapidly industrializing countries in East Asia.
His book (2020)
explores the divergent patterns of the transformation of developmental
states in several booming economies in the region. He is also interested
in the international politics aspects of strategic technologies and the
political economy of great power competition. His recent projects
examine the geoeconomics and geopolitics of the global semiconductor
industry in the context of of U.S.-China technological competition.

hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at
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