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Despite geopolitical uncertainty and rising domestic challenges,

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has shown resilience and

versatility. By placing more importance on the quality of the projects

and increasing regionalization and securitization of the initiative, the

talk will discuss how the BRI is adapting to new contexts in Africa.

Maria Adele Carrai is an Assistant Professor of Global China Studies at

NYU Shanghai. Her research explores the history of international law

in East Asia and investigates how China’s rise as a global power shapes

norms and redefines the international distribution of power. She co-

leads the Research Initiative “Mapping Global China” and is the author

of Sovereignty in China: A Geneaology of a Concept since 1840 (2019)

and co-editor of The China Questions 2: Critical Insights into US-China

Relations (2022) Before joining NYU Shanghai, she was a recipient of a

three-year Marie-Curie fellowship at KU Leuven. She was also a Fellow

at the Italian Academy of Columbia University, Princeton-Harvard

China and the World Program, Max Weber Program of the European

University Institute of Florence, and New York University Law School.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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