CHINA CROSSROADS

Saturday, February 11t", 2023, 16:00 — 18:00

Shanghai’s Construction Industry and
the Formation of Chinese Masculinity:
Insights from Migrant Workers

Leif Johnson

Assistant Professor of China Studies
Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU)

Boxing Cat Sinan Mansions | 519 Fuxing Zhong Lu L
150rmb including drink ticket | FREE for members stk



mailto:editor@shanghai-review.org

Based on nine months of research with migrant construction workers in
Shanghai, this talk focuses on the experiences of men working in
Shanghai’s infrastructure construction industry. This talk will reveal
both how the city’s immense construction industry functions on the
ground level, as well as the less-visible background of how men working
in the construction industry position themselves in the face of rapidly
changing understandings of what it means to be a man in urban China.

Leif Johnson is an Assistant Professor in the Department of -China
Studies at Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU). Trained as a
Geographer, his research focuses on migration and forms of legal and
social bordering, with-an emphasis on the roles played by gender in
migration processes. His current research and writing focuses on the
experiences of men who migrate into the construction industry in
the Yangtze river delta, particularly in infrastructure construction.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence..For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.orq.
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