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From Germany’s Berlin-Baghdad Railway to the British Empire in Africa

to Russia’s Trans-Siberian Railway, this talk explore the rise and fall of

railway construction on a global scale from a geopolitical perspective.

Zhang Xiaotong is Professor at the Institute of Belt and Road and Global

Governance at Fudan University. He has served as Professor of Political

Science and Vice Dean at Wuhan University and on the Advisory

Committee for Economic and Trade Policy at the Ministry of Commerce.

He has also served at the U.S. Desk of the Ministry of Commerce and as

Trade Attaché at the Chinese Mission to the EU from 2004 to 2010. He

was also Visiting Scholar at Johns Hopkins SAIS from 2014 to 2015. He

holds a PhD In Political Science from Université Libre de Bruxelles in

Belgium (ULB) and is the co-author of China’s Economic Diplomacy in the

21st Century and the co-editor of Deepening the EU-China Partnership.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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