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In this talk, we introduce the concept of the ‘technological society’ and
illustrate how China has emerged as a leading one in recent years. We
pair this discussion with the rise of ‘digital Orientalism,” as a new type of
fear and discrimination directed at China and her technology, and how
this has superseded earlier forms of Orientalism, which conversely viewed
China as technologically backward. We discuss how China’s development
of policies, systems and capacities (e.g., regulation of tech giants, the
digital yuan, the social credit system, zero-covid architecture, - etc.)
collectively represent a major new breakthrough point, arguably placing
China in the global technological vanguard. We contrast this with stalled
development and even regressions seen elsewhere, the US for example,
which has suffered significant reversals over the years but accelerating
during the pandemic. We close with a discussion of future implications.
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hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at
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