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What is good government? A government should be “good” both

morally and in terms of its capacity. Aside from capacity, people

judge a government that exists for the people to be a morally good

government. Survey research shows that people in East Asia view

their governments via the lenses of both morality and capacity.

Wang Zhengxu is Distinguished Professor at the Department of

Politics at Fudan University. He has previously been Acting Director

and Senior Research Fellow at the China Policy Institute at the

University of Nottingham. His research includes democratic values

of Chinese citizens, institutional changes and political reforms in

China’s political system, and politics of governance in China. He is

the author of Democratization in Confucian East Asia: Citizen

Politics in China, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and

Vietnam (2008). His publications have appeared in Governance,

International Review of Sociology, Political Research Quarterly,

Japanese Journal of Political Science, Contemporary Politics, Asian

Journal of Public Opinion Research, The China Quarterly, The China

Journal, and Journal of Contemporary China. Professor Wang

earned his PhD in Political Science from University of Michigan.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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