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European strategic autonomy has become a mainstream policy narrative and long-
term strategic objective in the EU. In pursuing strategic autonomy, the EU has
undertaken a major transformation of its foreign policy and China policy, bringing
opportunities-and challenges for China-EU relations. This talk will shed light on
European strategic autonomy as well as its implications for China-EU relations.

is a Research Associate Professor at the Center for China-Europe
Relations (CCER) at Fudan University. He holds a PhD in European Studies from
the University of Hong Kong, an MA in EU International Relations and Diplomacy
from the College of Europe in Bruges, and an MA and a BA in World History from
Nankai University. Before joining Fudan in 2021, he was Assistant Professor at
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, teaching courses on EU Politics and
Policies and the Diplomatic History of Modern Europe. He has also been Visiting
Researcher at the European Parliament Library in Luxembourg and European
Parliament DG External Policies in Brussels. Specializing in EU foreign policy and
China-EU relations, he has published in a number of peer-reviewed journals and
edited volumes on those topics. As the winner of a number of research grants
from the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education, he has
conducted research into Chinese interest representation in the EU as well as
China’s cooperation with the Central and Eastern European countries. Dr. Yan is
a regular contributor to Chinese and international media, including South China
Morning Post, China Daily, the Diplomat, Global Times, Xinhua News Agency,
China Global Television Network, China Radio International, and EurActiv, and
has spoken at dozens of international conferences across Asia and Europe.

hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at
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