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In 1935, an American named Ruth Day visited Shanghai. In

her book, Shanghai 1935, she pens some of the most

detailed and lavish descriptions that we have about the

city’s nightlife and its high society. Using her accounts as a

departure, Andrew Field will discuss the city’s high life

during the height of its golden period in the 1930s and will

make comparisons with Shanghai today. He will also tell the

story of Ruth Day and why she came to the city that year.

Andrew Field is a Professor of Chinese History at Duke

Kunshan University, a long-term resident of Shanghai, and

author of Shanghai’s Dancing World and Mu Shiying: China’s

Lost Modernist, and co-author of Shanghai Nightscapes.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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