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The corporate governance scholarship of lawyers, economists, political economists,
and financial economists have all almost universally assumed that corporate
governance in China will converge on an Anglo-American model. China has in fact
transplanted many of the forms of Anglo-American corporate governance, but two
questions worth exploring are (1) whether western forms are appropriate to the
Chinese situation or a more indigenous system of corporate governance should be
developed, and (2) whether as China’s economy grows in global influence Chinese
business practices can influence those of the west. This talk lays the groundwork
by addressing the second question in the context of whether Chinese corporate
social responsibility practices could influence western business behavior.
Ezra Wasserman Mitchell is Professor of Law at Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics. He is a legal scholar and the author of many papers and books, among
them the award-winning The Speculation Economy: How Finance Triumphed Over
Industry (2008), Corporate Irresponsibility (2001), and Stacked Deck: A Story of
Selfishness in America (1998). A graduate of Columbia Law School, he taught for
many years at George Washington University and Case Western University.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..

