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The healthcare system has become increasingly important to China’s economy. Health expenditure amounted
to over RMB4.6 trillion in 2016, or 6.2% of gross domestic product (GDP), compared to about 4% in 1997.
With a rapidly ageing population in China, the share of health expenditure in GDP is expected to increase
further to 8.4% by 2030. In this context, affordability of health care is a serious concern. This talk will discuss
recent policy changes and institutional reforms in the Chinese health system and their key implications.

Qian Jiwei is Senior Research Fellow at the East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore. He has
published a dozen of papers in international leading journals on health economics, health policy and social
policy. His two most recent books are The Rise of the Regulatory State in the Chinese Health-Care System
(2017) and Health Policy Reform in China: A Comparative Perspective (2014). Dr. Qian holds a BA from
Fudan University, MA from SOAS (London University), and PhD from National University of Singapore.

China Crossroads hosts lectures and panels on all topics related to China, including foreign policy, business, and society, as well
as those on other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already a “crossroads” of the world and itself at
a “crossroads” in terms of its future global influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org.

