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Over the past twenty-five years, digital technologies have profoundly affected global power 

through the implications for military technology, commerce, communications, trade, education 

and finance. Due in part to its technological lead, the U.S. has been able to shape Internet 

technology in such a way as to promote its national interest and it has done so very successfully. 

China's lead in some of the technologies that will be fundamental to the next wave of innovation, 

particularly the Internet of Things, suggests that it will play a more significant role in terms of 

global technological leadership in the next tweny-five years than it has done previously. What 

lessons can be learned from the US experience in conceptualising a globally connected world? 

This talk offers a historical perspective and also some points for consideration in the future. 

 

Madeline Carr is Senior Lecturer in International Relations at Cardiff University. Her research looks 

at the ways in which new technology both reinforces and disrupts conventional frameworks for 

understanding International Relations and the implications of this for state and global security, 

order and governance. Madeline has published on cyber norms, Internet Freedom, multi-

stakeholder Internet governance, and the public/private partnership in national cyber security 

strategies, and her book U.S. Power and the Internet in International Relations (2016) is published 

with Palgrave MacMillan.  Madeline is a co-lead on the Standards, Governance and Policy stream of 

the UK’s £10M PETRAS research hub on the cyber security of the Internet of Things. She was 

selected in 2014 for the Welsh Crucible as a future research leader and is a multi-award winning 

teacher. Madeline is on the executive committee for the newly established ISA section STAIR 

(Science, Technology and Arts in International Relations) and is the 2017 co-program chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Hopkins China Forum: Hopkins China Forum events are organized under the auspices of The Johns Hopkins 

University and its affiliated alumni associations worldwide. For more information on Hopkins events in Shanghai, please 

contact Frank Tsai at the Johns Hopkins University Alumni Association – Shanghai at editor@shanghai-review.org. 
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