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Russian officials blame external factors for Russia's current economic difficulties, above all the 

decline in oil prices and Western economic sanctions, but by late 2013, Russian economic growth 

was zero while oil cost $110 per barrel. How can we explain this disconnect between the oil price 

and Russian economic performance? What are its implications for Russia's future and Putin's? 

 

Allen Lynch is Professor of International Relations at the University of Virginia. His publications 

include Vladimir Putin and Russian Statecraft (2011), How Russia is Not Ruled: Reflections on 

Russian Political Development (2005), Does Russia Have a Democratic Future? (1997), Europe 

from the Balkans to the Urals (1996),  The Cold War Is Over—Again (1992), Political and Military 

Implications of the “Nuclear Winter” Theory (1988), and The Soviet Study of International 

Relations (1987), which received the Marshall D. Shulman Award of the American Association for 

the Advancement of Slavic Studies.  His work has appeared in numerous journals abroad and in the 

U.S., and has been translated into Russian, Chinese, French, German, Serbo-Croatian and Polish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Hopkins China Forum: Hopkins China Forum events are organized under the auspices of The Johns Hopkins 

University and its affiliated alumni associations worldwide. For more information on Hopkins events in Shanghai, please 

contact Frank Tsai at the Johns Hopkins University Alumni Association – Shanghai at editor@shanghai-review.org. 
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