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In the view of our speaker, Eric Li, Western-style democracy is not an absolute value, 

and is not necessarily suitable to all countries at all times.   While the modern West 

sees democracy and human rights as the pinnacle of human development -- a belief 

premised on an absolute faith -- China is on a different path.  China’s leaders are 

prepared to allow greater popular participation in political decisions if and when it is 

conducive to economic development and favorable to the country's national interests, 

and have in fact done so in the past 10 years.  Democracy should be seen as a means 

to a specific end, effective political governance, and not as an end in itself.   

 

Eric Li is the Founder and Managing Director of Chengwei Capital, and also a frequent 

contributor to leading publications such as the New York Times, the Huffington Post, the 

South China Morning Post, the Christian Science Monitor, and Global Times.  Recent op-eds 

have included “Why China’s Political Model is Superior” (New York Times) and “Bo Xilai and 

China’s Future” (Huffington Post).  Li serves on the boards of the China Europe International 

Business School (CEIBS) and of CEIBS Ghana, the school’s branch in Africa, and is also 

Chairman of the Chunqiu Institute and a Henry Crown Fellow at the Aspen Institute.  Li holds 

a PhD from Fudan University’s School of International Relations and Public Affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Hopkins China Forum: Hopkins China Forum events are organized by The Johns Hopkins 

University and its affiliated alumni associations worldwide. For more information on events in Shanghai, 

contact the Johns Hopkins University Alumni Association – Shanghai at fgt200@gmail.com. 

 

About Young China Watchers: Young China Watchers is an informal group of young professionals living 

in and working on China. Through regular roundtables and talks, it provides a chance for dynamic 

individuals - of all nationalities and from all employment backgrounds - to interact, broaden their 

professional networks, and discuss the most pressing political, economic, and foreign policy issues of 

relevance to China today. For more information, please write to: youngchinawatchers@gmail.com. 
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